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What are performance tasks? 
 

Benefits of performance tasks? 
 

What are the components of a performance task? 
 
Guidelines for performance tasks 
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performance tasks 
 
(Performance Tasks) Authentic, meaningful tasks that 
require students to synthesize knowledge and skills 
learned and apply them to construct a response, create 
a product and/or performance that demonstrates 
understanding. 
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•  Integrate knowledge and skills across multiple standards or 
strands 

•  Measure capacities such as depth of understanding, research 
skills, and complex analysis 

•  Requires student-initiated planning and management of 
information and ideas 

•  Reflect a real-world task and / or scenario-based problem 

•  Allow for multiple approaches 

•  Allow for demonstration of 21st-century skills such as 
critically analyzing and synthesizing information 
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Integrate Knowledge Across Multiple Standards 

Measure Capacities such as Depth of Knowledge 
Requires student management of information 

Allow for Multiple Approaches 



The Smarter Balanced summative assessments for 
accountability will have two components-  
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•  end-of-year computer adaptive 
assessment  

•  performance tasks 
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MUSD Field Study Trainings 

 
MUSD PT Field Study Overview 

 
Intel-Assess Math PT Walkthrough 

 
Intel-Assess ELA PT Walkthrough 
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Discussion Questions 

• How are performance tasks similar and different 
than your current classroom and state assessments 

 

• What are some possible advantages to using 
performance tasks to help measure student 
learning? 
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Contact 
Cindy Ellis 
CIA Coordinator 
Madera Unified School District 
(559) 675-4500 ex. 215 
cindyellis@maderausd.org 
 
Contact 
Kevin Gregor 
District Academic Coach 
Assessment K-12 
Madera Unified School District 
(559) 675-4500 ex. 265 
kevingregor@maderausd.org 
 
 


